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[Abstract:] Reports that 4 old Boilers 15 years in use... 


Phila. 
November 12, 1884 


To Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Supt. U.S. Mint at Phila. 


Dear Sir 


The responsibility of running the machinery and heating the Mint building by steam rests 
to a large extent with the Chief Engineer; also to some extent the lives of the persons in the 
building rests on him, as they may be endangered by defective boilers. This last responsibility 
makes me at times very uneasy, as from the construction of the Mint building a large proportion 
of our working force is employed directly over or surrounding the area under which the boilers 
are placed. 


On my recommendation you recently caused two new boilers to replace two of our sets 
which I considered the most defective. A thorough inspection of these old boilers since they are 
out show that the sheets over the fire are very much crystalized and the adjoining seams badly 
grooved two sheets at back end are badly corroded the thickness of the Iron around the steam 
drum connections very much reduced. The examination of these boilers makes me very nervous 
about those remaining and I can not rest satisfied without laying these facts before you and 
recommending that the remaining old boilers be replaced by new ones. Even if the old ones 
could be repaired and rendered safe we could not spare them from use for such repair as the 
enormous work on our hands at the present time require the use of all our boilers for say fourteen 
hours a day. 


Heretofore the life of a boiler in the Mint has been about nine (9) years whereas the 
present boilers have been in use for over fifteen (15) years — and during that time the average 
number of hours of work has been very much greater than at any previous period since I have 
been connected with the Institution which covers a period of 32 years. 


All of which is respectfully submitted 


Very respectfully 
Yours 

John L. McGinnis 
Chief Engineer 


